Football fans in England are subject to various laws and regulations regarding their

conduct during matches, and these include specific rules regarding pyrotechnics.

1. Pyrotechnics and Flares:

The use of pyrotechnics, including flares, smoke bombs, and fireworks, is strictly prohibited
inside football stadiums in England. This rule is in place to ensure the safety of spectators,
players, and staff. The possession, lighting, or throwing of pyrotechnic devices can lead to

serious consequences, including criminal charges, stadium bans, and fines.

2. Sporting Events Act 1985:

The Sporting Events Act 1985, as amended, provides powers to the police and authorities
to take action against individuals engaging in behaviour that may cause violence,
disorder, or damage at a football match. This includes the use of pyrotechnics. Offenders
can be arrested, charged, and prosecuted under this legislation.

3. Ground Regulations:

Each football stadium in England has its own set of ground regulations, which are
displayed prominently within the venue. These regulations outline the expected behaviour
of spectators and the consequences for violating those rules. They often explicitly prohibit
the possession and use of pyrotechnics.

4. Football Banning Orders:

Individuals found guilty of football-related offenses, including the use of pyrotechnics,
may face football banning orders. These orders can prohibit an individual from attending
football matches, both domestically and internationally, for a specified period. Violating a
banning order is a criminal offense and can result in imprisonment, fines, and travel

restrictions.

5. Safety and Security:

The prohibition of pyrotechnics is primarily driven by concerns for safety and security. The
use of flares and smoke bombs can obscure visibility, cause panic among spectators, and
pose a significant fire hazard. These devices can also cause harm to individuals if

mishandled or thrown.

It is crucial for fans to prioritize the safety and enjoyment of all attendees at football
matches. Supporters should adhere to the laws and regulations set forth by authorities
and clubs and report any suspicious or dangerous behaviour to the appropriate

authorities.

It is important to keep in mind that laws and regulations can vary between different
stadiums so it is advisable to familiarize oneself with the specific rules and guidelines of

the relevant jurisdiction.



